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Covered  Wagon  Days 

Helena  —  Archie  McTag- 
gart,  86,  retired  Butte  whole- 
saler and  mayor  (1931-1935), 
stopped  by  the  Commission  on 
Aging  office  to  recount  his  ad- 
ventures 75  years  ago  this 
month.  In  his  home  town  of 
Hamilton  Mr.  McTaggart's 
friends  classify  his  as  a  Sen- 
ior Citizen  par  excellence. 

Archie,  his  folks  and  three 
sisters  departed  from  Anacon- 
da bound  for  the  Oregon 
country.  Thirty  one  days  later 
they  arrived  in  Missoula.  The 
contrast  of  traveling  to  Helena 
on  the  four  lane  highway  to 
receive  his  65  year  pin  from 
the  Elks  brought  back  memo- 
ries of  the  early  methods  of 

travel. 

.  _j 

The  first  day  out  the  party 
traveling  in  a  covered  lumber 
wagon  and  a  buggy  reached 
Deer   Lodge   along   the   west 


side  of  Clark's  Fork.  The 
bridge  was  out  and  hundreds 
of  ducks  were  swimming 
about  the  flooded  river.  Hunt- 
ers were  having  a  fine  day  but 
they  were  losing  lots  of  down- 
ed ducks.  Archie's  father 
waded  his  horse  waist  deep 
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The  Commission  on  Aging 
will  meet  in  Helena  on  April 
10  to  hear  plans  outlined  for  a 
statewide  campaign  to  pro- 
mote the  Treasure  State's  part 
in  the  White  House  Confer- 
ence on  Aging.  The  national 
conference  will  be  held  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  November 
28-December  3,  1971. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of 
Health,  Education  and  Wel- 
fare has  given  top  priority  to 
this  project  and  has  issued 
guidelines  for  state  participa- 
tion. 

John  B.  Martin,  Washington, 
D.C.,  U.S.  Commissioner  on 
Aging,  informed  the  Montana 
Commission  that  it  wilt" be  ex- 
pected to  conduct  meetings 
and  appoint  committees  in 
every  county  in  the  state  to  in- 
sure full  participation  in  the 
White  House  Conference  by 
Montana's  70,000  older  Ameri- 
cans. 

A  few  weeks  ago  President 
Nixon  issued  the  formal  call 
for  the  second  White  House 
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Director's  Report 


by  Jlqle  3><uu*u*Uf 


As  the  Montana  Commis- 
sion on  Aging  approaches  the 
fifth  year  of  operation,  the 
work  of  the  administrative 
staff  is  rapidly  increasing.  The 
Director,  Vince  Weggenman, 
field  representative,  and  Mrs. 
Lila  Grey,  accounting  clerk, 
attended  a  regional  confer- 
ence of  state  executives  on  ag- 
ing in  Denver  on  March  5-6. 
During  a  series  of  workshops, 
the  25  aging  officials  from 
Montana,  Utah,  Colorado,  Ida- 
ho and  Wyoming,  heard  top 
HEW  officials  describe  fiscal 
1971  plans  for  expanding  pro- 
grams designed  to  benefit 
Older  Americans.  The  new 
fiscal  year  will  start  on  July 
1. 

Clinton  Hess,  Assistant  Re- 
gional Commissioner,  pointed 
out  that  statewide  planning 
has  top  priority.  He  said  the 
national  administration  looks 
with  favor  upon  partnership 
projects  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Older  Americans  Act. 

Current  and  future  opera- 
tions were  discussed  by  James 
Burress,  regional  commission- 
er. The  state  officials  also 
heard  from  Dr.  William  Van 
Orman,  regional  director,  De- 
partment of  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare.  He  urged  closer 
cooperation  between  all  agen- 
cies concerned  with  human 
resources. 

Earlier  this  month  the  Com- 
mission was  notified  by  Doro- 


thy J.  Lewis,  Washington,  D.C., 
information  director  of  HEW, 
that  plans  for  observance  of 
May  as  Senior  Citizens  Month 
have  been  completed.  Presi- 
dent Nixon  will  issue  an  offi- 
cial proclamation  and  each  of 
the  governors  in  the  50  states 
will  be  asked  to  do  the  same. 
The  state  Commission  is  re- 
guesting  all  senior  centers  in 
Montana  to  arrange  special 
activities  during  May. 

Arnold  S.  Brown,  research 
assistant  for  the  Institute  of  So- 
cial Science  Research,  Univer- 
sity of  Montana,  gave  the 
Commission  a  progress  report 
on  the  new  senior  citizen  sur- 
vey which  is  being  made  un- 
der Title  III  of  The  Older 
Americans  Act. 

Mr.  Brown  pointed  out  that 
of  particular  concern  is  the 
plight  of  the  aged  in  small 
communities. 

'We  have  discovered,"  he 
said,  "that  proportionally  far 
more  aged,  retired  persons  in 
our  state  reside  in  small  com- 
munities while  most  senior 
citizen  programs  are  conduct- 
ed in  a  few  larger  metropoli- 
tan areas." 

Chairman  Craighead,  at  a 
recent  staff  meeting,  stressed 
the  importance  of  initiating 
programs  for  the  aged  in  iso- 
lated areas  of  the  state. 

It  is  our  intention,  as  soon  as 
the  fiscal  situation  is  clarified 
by  the  Administration  on  Ag- 


ing, to  attempt  to  fund  a  num- 
ber of  senior  centers  in  small 
towns.  It  has  also  been  pro- 
posed that  at  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature  we  ask  for  an 
appropriation  to  help  to  carry 
out  center  expansion. 

On  page  one  of  this  issue 
there  is  an  article  about  Mon- 
tana's participation  in  the 
White  House  Conference  on 
Aging.  Under  guidelines  es- 
tablished by  the  Department 
of  Health,  Education  and  Wel- 
fare, committees  must  be  set 
up  in  each  of  the  56  counties. 
Subseguently,  Governor  For- 
rest H.  Anderson  will  be  asked 
to  name  an  official  delegation 
to  represent  the  state  at  the 
White  House  conference. 

We  hope  that  all  members 
of  the  Commission  will  be  able 
to  attend  the  meeting  set  for 
April  10  in  the  conference 
room  of  the  Board  of  Exami- 
ners in  the  Capitol  Building. 

Walter  Lippmann  Says: 

As  men  grow  older  and  take 
charge  of  affairs,  they  must 
battle  a  persistent  human  ten- 
dency to  see  the  world 
through  spectacles  that  fitted 
them  twenty  or  thirty  years 
earlier.  When  they  are  not 
successful  in  distinguishing 
between  what  they  learned 
when  they  were  young  and 
what  the  reality  is  coming  to 
be  now  that  they  are  older, 
generation  gap  results. 


Who's  Who  on  the  Commission 


Mary  D.  Munger,  director  of 
the  Montana  Nurses  Associa- 
tion, was  born  in  Butte.  She  is 
presently  active  with  the  Citi- 
zens Committee  for  State  Leg- 
islature and  the  Commission 
on  the  Status  of  Women.  She 
has  served  as  Public  Health 
Nurse  for  both  Lewis  and 
Clark  and  Lake  counties.  Her 
formal  training  extends  from 
1944  when  she  received  a  di- 
ploma from  St.  James  Hospital 
School  of  Nursing  in  Butte  to 
1964  when  she  received  a  B.S. 
degree  in  Nursing  from  Mon- 
tana State  College  at  Boze- 
man.  Mrs.  Munger's  lobbying 
activities  in  behalf  of  the  nurs- 
ing profession  earned  her  the 
sobriquet,  "blue  eyed  nurse." 


W.  L.  Bompart,  co-owner  of 
Alhambra  Manor,  Clancy, 
and  Parkside  Manor,  Helena, 
was  born  in  Helena  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools. 
Mr.  Bompart  had  been  pre- 
viously engaged  in  the  auto- 
mobile and  motel  businesses. 
He  was  the  president  of  the 
Highway  287  Association  and 
is  still  active  with  the  Helena 
Chamber  of  Commerce  high- 
way committee.  For  two  years 
he  was  the  executive  secretary 
of  the  Montana  Nursing  Home 
Association.  He  is  the  chair- 
man of  the  legislative  commit- 
tee for  that  organization.  He 
is  the  chairman  of  the  Con- 
ference on  Intermediate  Care 
Facilities  of  the  American 
Nursing  Home  Association. 
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Conference.  Mr.  Nixon  said, 
"With  careful  advance  plan- 
ning and  with  broad  repre- 
sentative participation,  this 
conference  can  help  develop 
a  more  adequate  national  pol- 
icy for  Older  Americans.  I 
hope  it  will  fully  consider  the 
many  factors  which  have  a 
special  influence  in  the  lives 
of  the  aging  and  that  it  will  ad- 
dress precise  recommenda- 
tions, not  only  to  the  Federal 
Government,  but  to  the  private 
and   voluntary   sectors   as 


well." 

Lyle  Downing,  Executive  Di- 
rector of  the  state  Commission 
said  that  the  White  House 
Conference  has  been  assured 
the  full  cooperation  of  the 
Montana  Council  on  Human 
Resources  in  obtaining  state 
participation. 

Theodore  Carkulis,  admin- 
istrator of  the  Montana  De- 
partment of  Public  Welfare, 
and  chairman  of  the  Resource 
Council,  issued  a  statement 
urging  the  23  state  agencies 
in  the  Council  to  cooperate. 


Claude  D.  Williams,  pres- 
ently occupied  with  retirement 
— full  time  that  is,  was  born  in 
Troy,  Montana.  Williams 
worked  27  years  for  the  High- 
way Department  in  Great 
Falls  and  Missoula.  He  had  a 
four  year  hitch  in  the  Navy. 
His  activities  on  the  Missoula 
Mineral  Counties  Human  Re- 
sources Council  include  es- 
tablishing a  hearing  testing 
clinic.  He  is  on  the  Legislative 
Committee  of  the  American 
Association  of  Retired  Per- 
sons. 

Free  Tax  Publications 

Internal  Revenue  Service 
has  free  publications  that  may 
be  of  help  to  senior  citizens  in 
preparation  of  tax  returns.  In- 
cluded are: 

Publication  524,  Retirement 
Income  Credit.  Publication 
554,  Tax  Benefits  for  Older 
Americans.  Publication  567, 
Tax  Advice  on  Civil  Service 
Disability  Retirement  Pay- 
ments. Publication  568,  Fed- 
eral Tax  Information  for  Civil 
Service  Retirees. 

Copies  can  be  obtained  by 
sending  a  post  card  to  the 
District  Director,  Internal  Reve- 
nue Service,  Helena,  Montana 
59601. 


MONTANA  SENIOR 
CITIZEN  CENTERS 

Walter  Zimmerman,   Director 
Recreation  Department-City   of  Billings 
Senior  Citizens  Multi-Purpose  Center 
13  North  29th  Street 
Billings,   Montana   59101 

James  Todd,   Director 

Great  Falls  Senior  Citizens  Center 

318  Central  Avenue 

Great  Falls,  Montana  59401 

John  F.   Haugan,   Director 

Kathleen  Walford  Senior  Citizens  Center 

424   Higgins   Avenue 

Missoula,  Montana  59801 

Michael  Murray,  Director 

Helena  Senior  Centers 

1421   Roberts  Street— 21   North  Main  Street 

Helena,  Montana  59601 

Charles  Rice,  Acting  Director 

Butte  Silver  Bow  Senior  Activity  Center 

405  West  Park   Street 

Butte,  Montana  59034 

Frank   Bolton,   Director 
Flathead  Senior  Citizens  Center 
Main   and  First   Streets 
Kalispell,  Montana  59901 

Don  Lopp,  Deputy  Director 

Mineral  County  Senior  Citizens  Centers 

Alberton   Montana 

Superior  Montana 

St.  Regis  Montana 

508  Toole 

Missoula  Montana  59801 

Mrs.  Sallie  M.  Brutto  Coordinator 
The  Senior  Center  of  Hamilton 
O'Hara  House 
109  South  Fourth  Street 
Hamilton  Montana  59840 

Mrs.  Daniel  Lebsack  President 
Park  County  Senior  Citizens  Center 
206   South  Main 
Livingston  Montana  59047 

Hugh  Simanton   Director 
Malta  Senior  Citizens  Center 
206  South  Second   Avenue  East 
Malta  Montana  59538 

Walter  S.  Holtzman  Director 

Bozeman  Senior  Social  Center  Incorporated 

Six  West  Main 

Bozeman  Montana  59715 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Starina  Director 

Big  Horn  County  Senior  Citizens   Association 

518  Center  Avenue 

Hardin  Montana  59034 


Medicare  Cards  Valuable 
Identification 

Medicare  cards  are  a  pass- 
port for  cheaper  transporta- 
tion and  meals  in  many  places 
throughout  the  United  States. 
In  San  Francisco  you  can  ride 
the  cable  cars  for  a  nickel  if 
you  show  your  Medicare  card. 

Medicare  card  gets  a  hot 
meal  for  a  dollar  in  23  restau- 
rants. 

In  Massachusetts  the  1969 
Legislature  authorized  a 
school  lunch  program  for  sen- 
ior citizens.  Fifty  cents  and 
Medicare  card  get  a  hot  lunch, 
at  schools.  The  state  picks  up 
the  extra  cost. 

Council  May  Aid 
White  House  Meeting 

Helena — The  Montana  Hu- 
man Resources  Council  adopt- 
ed a  charter  developed  by 
Frank  Sennett,  Lyle  Downing, 
L.  E.  Scarr  and  Duane  E.  John- 
son which  "is  to  provide  lead- 
ership in  identifying  and  work- 
ing toward  t  h  e  solution  of 
"people's  problems." 

Downing,  director  of  the 
Commission  on  Aging,  asked 
for  financial  help  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  White  House  Con- 
ference on  Aging.  The  Con- 
ference will  be  held  in  the  fall 
of  1971. 


Over  Taxing  of  Seniors 
Being  Tested  in  Courts 

Anaconda — Judge  Sid  G. 
Stewart  awarded  a  judgment 
in  a  test  case  to  Frank  W.  Van- 
derhule  for  property  tax  relief. 

The  judgment  ordered  Deer 
Lodge  County  to  refund  an  er- 
roneously collected  real  prop- 
erty taxes  on  the  1969  assess- 
ment. The  court  ruled  that  the 
senior  citizen  law  passed  by 
the  Legislature  became  effec- 
tive March  11,  1969  and  that 
the  State  Board  of  Egualiza- 
tion  was  in  error  in  issuing  a 
directive  to  the  effect  that  tax 
relief  did  not  apply  for  1969. 

Donald  E.  White  of  Legal 
Aid  Services  filed  the  writ  of 
mandate  for  Vanderhule. 

Fifteen  per  cent  tax  relief  is 
allowed  Senior  Citizens  meet- 
ing certain  specifications. 

About  $4,800  will  be  refund- 
ed to  Seniors  Citizens  in  May 
according  to  Assessor  Law- 
rence Brennan. 

MEN  ONLY  CLUBROOM 

Missoula — A  room  has  been 
set  aside  in  the  basement  of 
the  Kathleen  Walford  Senior 
Citizens  Center  for  "Men 
Only." 

Pool  and  game  tables  will 
be  provided  for  the  men  as 
they  wait  for  their  wives  at- 
tending the  ceramics,  paint- 
ing, embroidery  and  crochet- 
knitting  classes. 


tltat  thi4,  liit  of  cenJetd  can  Ae 


Vernon  L.  Vatland,  Employ- 
ment Security  Supervisor  for 
Older  .Workers, .  has  .  placed 
many  seniors  in  jobs  through- 
out the  state.  Vatland  has 
worked  closely  with  the  Com- 
mission on  Aging. 


Kalispell  Lions  conducted  a 
hobby  and  craft  show  for  the 
Flathead  Association  of  Sen- 
ior Citizens,  Inc.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Earl  Weaver  inspect  exhibits 
which  netted  individual  sen- 
ior citizens  over  $100. 


Telephone  Reassurance 

Arrange  to  have  the  Senior 
Center  list  on  your  phone!!!!! 

Eliminate  the  worry  and 
danger  of  being  alone!!! 


Food  Stamps  'Big  Bargain' 

A  visit  to  the  courthouse  to 
be  certified  is  worth  $56.00  in 
additional  food  purchasing 
power  at  the  grocery  store.  A 
couple  of  minutes  to  sign  a 
form  and  a  two  person  house- 
hold can  eat  better.  A  single 
person  can  get  $28  in  stamps 
toward  his  grocery  bill  even 
if  his  home  consists  of  one 
room. 

A  couple  can  own  their 
home  and  car  and  have  $1,500 
resource  and  qualify  for  the 
Department  of  Agriculture's 
food  stamps  as  long  as  their 
income  does  not  exceed  $183 
a  month.  The  more  persons  in 
the  family,  the  higher  the  in- 
come ceiling. 

A  single  person  who  does 
not  have  more  than  $125  a 
month  income  and  less  than 


$1,000  resource,  can  own  a  car 
and  his  home — and  still  quali- 
fy for  food  stamps. 

For  example:  If  a  monthly 
income  was  only  $100,  by 
visiting  t  h  e  courthouse,  the 
person  would  receive  $28  in 
stamps,  if  he  purchased  $18 
more  of  them.  If  he  had  only 
$50  income  he  would  receive 
the  $28  worth  of  stamps  when 
he  bought  eight  dollars  more 
of  the  stamps. 

Stamps  are  purchased  ei- 
ther at  the  County  Treasurer's 
office  or  at  a  bank. 

At  the  grocery  store  he  uses 
the  stamps  like  money  except 
to  buy  things  like  soap,  ciga- 
rettes and  some  imported 
foods.  Coffee,  tea,  cocoa  and 
bananas,  although  imported, 
may  be  bought  with  stamps. 


A  "hot"  pinochle  game  in  Superior  is  attended  by  Ken 
Parkins,  Bob  Dunn,  Al  Booi,  Perry  Oakley,  Paul  Paulson  and 
Mure  McAlear. 


Carpentry  class  at  the  Senior  Citizens  Center  of  Park 
County  made  tables  for  use  in  the  center.  At  work  from  left 
to  right:  Orren  Doty  (center  manager),  Leo  Blair,  Eugene 
Knocke,  Andres  Lauback  and  Edwin  Rust. 


PIONEER  RECALLS  COVERED 
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and  gathered  fifteen  of  the 
surplus  ducks. 

"I  never  liked  ducks  since," 
Archie  recalls  after  the  steady 
diet. 

They  fixed  the  bridge.  There 
was  no  highway  maintenance 
crews  those  days.  The  family 
proceeded  to  Drummond.  The 
road  from  Drummond  to  Bear- 
mouth  did  not  exist  then. 
Three  days  were  spent  drag- 
ging first  the  wagon  and  then 
the  buggy  through  the  snow. 
Then  the  mud — axle  deep.  The 
same  back  and  forth  process 
to  drag  the  wagon  and  then 
the  buggy  with  the  four 
horses. 

There  was  a  delay  at  Nim- 
rod.  The  operator  of  the  little 
ferry  wanted  $1.50  and  75 
cents  was  offered.  A  day  of  ar- 
gument followed. 

At  Rivina  the  whole  side  of 
the  mountain  had  washed 
away  and  when  another  wa- 
gon came  along  it  took  them 


WAGON  DAYS 

eleven  days  to  carry  the  dis- 
assembled wagons  up  over  a 
gash  in  the  mountain.  Archie 
manned  the  safety  rope  to  pre- 
vent the  many  loads  from  slid- 
ing back  into  the  river. 

After  thirty  one  days  the 
family  arrived  in  Missoula 
where  they  stayed  six  weeks 
before  heading  to  St.  Regis 
where  disaster  struck.  The  fer- 
ry capsized  resulting  in  the 
loss  of  all  their  wordly  goods. 

The  family,  with  the  help  of 
the  loggers  at  the  first  Anacon- 
da Copper  Mining  Co's  lum- 
ber mill  in  St.  Regis,  returned 
to  Missoula. 

Archie  strucka  bargain  with 
the  lumber  camp  cook.  He 
would  wash  the  dishes  if  the 
loggers  would  furnish  the  fire- 
wood and  a  dollar  a  day.  This 
was  the  first  of  many  success- 
ful dealings  in  Montana  for 
the  boy  from  Fitchberg,  Mass. 

Archie  remembers  the  four 
and  a  half  day  railway  trip 
from  St.  Paul  to  Anaconda. 


Five  State  Meet — Montana  Commission  on  Aging  staff  at- 
tend an  HEW  conference  in  Denver.  Shown  left  to  right  in  Den- 
ver: Lyle  Downing,  director  and  Lila  Gray  accounting  clerk  of 
the  Montana  Commission  on  Aging;  Dr.  William  Van  Orman, 
HEW  regional  director;  Clinton  Hess,  associate  regional  com- 
missioner of  the  Administration  on  Aging  and  Vincent  Weg- 
genman,  field  representative  for  the  Montana  Commission  on 
Aging. 


Four  Problems  in 
Basic  Gerontology 

Denver — Four  basic  prob- 
lems in  Montana  gerontology 
have  been  pointed  out  by 
James  Burress,  Regional  Com- 
missioner of  Social  and  Reha- 
bilitation Services.  Arnold  S. 
Brown,  research  assistant  for 
the  Institute  for  Social  Science 
Research,  University  of  Mon- 
tana, has  enumerated  them 
as  follows: 

1.  The  plight  of  the  aged  in 
small  communities.  Propor- 
tionately far  more  aged  live  in 
the  small  towns  while  the  pro- 
grams (centers,  housing,  etc.) 
are  carried  out  in  the  larger 
metropolitan  areas. 

2.  Aged  Indians  on  the  six 
reservations.  Tribal  attitudes 
toward  the  elderly  should  be 
studied  to  see  what  can  be 
done  about  housing,  health, 
recreational,  economic  and  so- 
cial needs. 

3.  Housing  needs.  What 
kind  of  housing  contributes 
most  to  the  well-being  of  the 
elderly?  Answers  to  this  gues- 
tion  and  facts  about  the  extent 
of,  cost  of,  and  the  satisfaction 
each  kind  offers  should  be  re- 
searched. 

4.  Self  concept.  How  retired 
people  view  their  own  lives  in 
the  various  circumstances  and 
how  these  concepts  affect  their 
well-being  is  another  factor 
needed  to  be  known  to  place 
Montana  programs  on  aging 
on  a  solid  footing. 

According  to  Burress  these 
problems  exist  in  all  states. 
The  Institute  of  Social  Science 
Research  is  now  making  an  in 
depth  survey  for  the  Montana 
Commission  on  Aging.  The  re- 
port is  to  be  finalized  in  June. 


MEDICARE  COSTS 
DUE  FOR  HIKE 

Washington— The  $1.30  in- 
crease in  Medicare  premiums 
paid  by  older  people — raising 
the  present  premium  of  $4.00 
to  $5.30  monthly  after  July  1— 
"was  explained  by  HEW  Sec- 
retary Robert  H.  Finch. 

About  half  the  increase  an- 
nounced-— -64  cents — is  needed 
just  to  finance  the  program  at 
the  level  of  current  operations. 
The  other  66  cents  will  be 
needed  for  the  following  pur- 
poses: 26  cents  to  cover  an  es- 
timated increase  of  about  six 
per  cent  in  the  level  of  physi- 
cians' fees;  about  12  cents  to 
cover  an  estimated  increase  of 
two  per  cent  in  the  utilization 
of  services;  about  six  cents  be- 
cause t  h  e  $50  deductible 
which  a  patient  pays  will  be 
a  smaller  proportion  of  the 
total  covered  charges;  the  re- 
maining 22  cents  to  provide  a 
four  per  cent  margin. 

Senior  Citizen  Needs 
Studied  By  University 

Missoula — S  e  n  i  o  r  Citizen 
Centers  will  soon  be  called 
upon  to  assist  the  Institute  of 
Social  Science  Research,  a  di- 
vision of  the  University  of  Mon- 
tana. The  project  on  Aging  is 
an  attempt  to  determine  the 
characteristics  of  the  senior 
citizen's  needs  and  desires. 

Changes  in  the  percentage 
of  senior  citizens  in  each  dec- 
ade and  the  growth  rate  for 
the  thirty  year  period  will  ap- 
pear in  a  report  to  be  publish- 
ed in  July. 


BLEAK  RETIREMENT 

Associated  Press  business 
analyst  John  Cunniff  guoted 
the  Institute  of  Business  Plan- 
ning headline  report  sent  to 
insurance  companies  as  fol- 
lows: 

"Social  Security  benefits 
flunk  the  government  test  of 
retirement  living." 

Moderate  retirement  re- 
guirements  shown  by  the  De- 
partment of  Labor  in  1967  re- 
veal that  monthly  living  costs 
in  Boston  are  $600;  Indianapo- 
lis $527;  Dallas  $496;  San  Fran- 
cisco $545.  Montana  towns  are 
rapidly  reaching  this  rate 
which  is  considerably  over 
the  highest  Social  Security 
benefits  of  only  $285. 

Medicare  has  taken  over 
much  of  the  medical  expenses 
but  the  cost  of  living  index  has 
wiped  out  any  help  this  might 
have  been  for  the  elderly's 
budget. 

A  person  retiring  this  year 
at  age  65  having  an  average 
wage  of  $450  or  less  will  re- 
ceive $190  or  less  and  $95  or 
less  for  his  wife.  Even  when 
Social  Security  is  suppliment- 
ed  by  company  pension  plans 
the  net  income  could  be  con- 
siderably less  than  a  comfort- 
able living  standard. 

Insurance  salesmen  rake  in 
tidy  profits  from  selling  cash 
value  insurance  or  annuities 
under  these  conditions. 


May  Is  Senior's  Month 

Helen  a — The  Montana 
Commission  on  Aging  this 
year  again  will  sponsor 
Senior  Citizen  Month  in 
May. 

The  commission  will  ask 
Gov.  Forrest  Anderson  to  is- 
sue a  proclamation  calling 
upon  all  citizens  to  partici- 
pate in  Senior  Citizen 
Month. 

Montana  Commission  on 
Aging  is  asking  all  sponsors 
of  Title  III  projects  to  ar- 
range special  programs  in 
May. 


40  Low  Rent  Units 

Helena — Arlene  Loble,  ad- 
ministrative assistant  for  the 
Helena  Urban  Renewal  agen- 
cy, submitted  an  application 
for  100  additional  units  of  pub- 
lic housing  to  the  regional 
Housing  Assistance  office  in 
San  Francisco. 

Forty  of  the  low  rent  units 
will  be  reserved  for  the  elder- 

ly. 

Helena  voters  approved  the 
housing  program  last  Novem- 
ber. 

The  application  reguests  a 
$20,000  preliminary  grant  and 
states  that  625  additional  units 
will  be  reguired  in  the  next 
five  years  and  that  the  need 
has  been  established  by  the 
City-County  Planning  Depart- 
ment for  an  additional  2,500 
units  in  the  next  ten  years. 


Danger  to  Senior  Citizens 

Vern  Sloulin.  chief  sanitarian  for  the  Mon- 
tana Board  of  Health,  warned  last  week  that 
there  are  serious  fire  hazards  in  many  old 
hotels  that  have  been  converted  into  apart- 
ments for  older  people. 

Sloulin  thinks  the  senior  citizens  living  in 
such  quarters  need  fire  and  sanitation  pro- 
tection. 

He  called  attention  to  the  fire  in  the  old 
Grandon  Hotel  in  Helena  two  years  ago  that 


claimed  the  lives  of  three   elderly  persons. 

If  the  converted  hotels  are  not  providing 
adequate  protection  for  the  senior  citizens,  it 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  state  fire  marshal 
and  the  Board  of  Health  to  do  something. 

Sloulin  has  brought  the  matter  to  the  pub- 
lic's attention.  More  than  that  is  needed.  State 
officials  will  be  negligent  if  they  fail  to  fol- 
low up  on  this  serious  issue. — Great  Falls 
Tribune. 


SENIOR  TAXING  OUTLOOK 

Senior  citizens  are  not  un- 
familiar with  the  procedure  of 
rendering  part  of  their  eco- 
nomic substance  to  public 
spending — taxpaying  by  old- 
er Montanans  has  made  this 
state  what  it  is  today. 

Some  advantages  have 
been  established  for  senior 
citizens  in  the  various  tax 
fields  (ie:  income  tax  exemp- 
tions, property  taxation)  but 
much  remains  to  be  done  by 
way  of  legislation  to  make 
an  eguitable  balance  between 
the  ability  to  pay  and  the  ever 
present  tax  burden  the  senior 
citizen  is  faced  with.  An  ex- 
ample from  the  corporate 
taxation  area  could  be  a 
guide  line — off  the  top  per- 
centage deduction  for  deple- 
tion. Speculation  as  to  how 
this  principle  could  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  advantage  of  senior 
citizens  must  be  left  to  our  law- 
makers. 

Senior  citizens  in  Montana 
have  applied  for  the  recent 
tax  break  in  property  owner- 
ship this  past  month.  When 
this  figure  is  available  from 
the  Board  of  Equalization 
some  idea  as  to  the  effective- 
ness of  this  regulation  in  help- 


ing to  meet  the  rising  costs  of 
living  will  be  available.  To  be 
considered  for  the  special  as- 
sessment the  valuation  must 
be  less  than  $17,500  with  a  per- 
missive income  amounting  to 
$4,500  for  a  couple  and  $3,300 
for  single  persons. 

Most  attorneys  are  familiar 
with  property  taxation  prob- 
lems and  would  be  happy  to 
assist  a  senior  citizen  petition 
to  the  County  Commissioners 
when  they  sit  as  local  Boards 
of  Equalization  to  consider  the 
devaluation  of  the  improve- 
ments and  reconsider  the  land 
value.  For  a  nominal  fee  a  pe- 
tition could  be  prepared  which 
would  be  of  increasing  value 
as  the  years  and  rates  in- 
creased. Some  areas  have  free 
legal  aid  for  senior  citizens. 
The  petitions  should  be  filed 
in  July  to  be  heard  in  August. 

Prevent  falls  in  the  home  by 
installing  grab  bars  in  the 
bathroom,  hand  rails  on  both 
sides  of  stairs  and  along  hall- 
ways. 


Anchor  all  rugs. 
Clear     pathways 


through 


rooms. 
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